INTRODUCTION 


New collectors and dealers always seem to ask the same basic 
question, How can I get started in the hobby of collecting or dealing 
m autographs? My standard answer has always been the same 
'You re only as good as your reference library." Over twenty five 
years ago I decided one of the most important steps a novice should 
take is reading every written word possible on the subject of 
autograph collecting and building a fine reference hbrary on the 
subject. I think it would be safe to say that about sixty acceptable 
books have been written in this country on the subject of autograph 
collecting. Most of these reference books were printed in the last four 
decades. Only a handful of reference books were published prior to 
the 1960's and most had a very limited printing. 

During a recent trip to New England, to my surprise, buried in a 
dusty pile of books on books was a leather bound volume titled The 
AjnefKQTi — Antiquarian. I was totally unfamihar with this 
publication and I was to learn later that every major autogp'aph 
dealer I spoke to was also unfamiliar with this work. I was instantly 
aware, as I turned the pages, that what I had discovered was the 
earhest magazine printed in the United States for autograph 
collectors and I held in my hands the first ten complete issues, 
printed by pioneer dealer Charles DeForest Burns. I took only a few 
moments to realize that this treasure trove of information regarding 
autographs, collections and collectors had been lost until now. While 
researching this publication I found that only 30-50 copies of each 
issue were printed and I believe I have unearthed Mr. Burns' 
personal copies. 

It is an honor for me to bring this lost information to the libraries 
of all the collectors and dealers in our field. What follows in the next 
two and a half hundred pages may truly be some of the most 
interesting reading on the subject of autograph collecting you have 
read to date. Enjoy! 


Stephen Koschal 
P. O. Box 1581 

Boynton Beach, Florida 33425 
1992 
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A CHAPTER ON AUTOGRAPHS. 

Fifty years ago there were in the 
United States only three men who de¬ 
voted their leisure and displayed their 
foresight in the collection of Autographs. 
While the great mass of the people were 
intent on the destruction of these frail 
witnesses of the past, and housewives 
wore sweeping them out, domestics using 
them for kindling, boys converting them 
into kites, and paper mills grinding them 
back into material for a second use, they 
alone sought to select from the rapidly 
deoreasipg material for unwritten history, 
relics of past or passing generations. Of 
these pioneers in what is now recognized 
as a refined and useful branch of art, one 
alone survives, the Rev. Dr. Sprague, of 
Albany, who should be honored by eve¬ 
ry collector as the head of the guild, hav¬ 
ing illustrated in this gentle pastime 
(which he has never allowed to interfere 
with his active and useful duties) the sym- 
etry of his life as pastor, scholar and an¬ 
tiquarian. To his studies attending the 
forming of his largo collection we arc 
doubtless indebted for much that renders 
valuable the works which ho has contrib¬ 
uted to literature. To his generosity and 
enlarged sympathies many younger col¬ 
lectors were under obligations for desired 
material, so long as ho retained a dupli¬ 
cate at his disposal. Recently relieved 
from the regular duties of the pulpit, al¬ 


though never idle, it is to be hoped that the 
additional leisure atforded him in the au¬ 
tumn hours of a 'useful life will pass in 
the agreeable occupation of arranging and 
illustrating a collection, the first in Amer¬ 
ica (including two sets of the Signers), and 
that it may long remain as an evidence of 
his foresight, industry and good taste. 

Robert (Silmorc, of Baltimore, a success¬ 
ful and wealthy merchant, was the second 
of these pioneers. At his decease a por¬ 
tion of his collection passed into the hands 
of Mr. Drcer, of Philadelphia, the well- 
known collector; another portion was 
scattered and has floated in fragments into 
most collections (easily distinguishable by 
memoranda on the specimens in his well- 
known handwriting) ; while the Gilmore 
papers in the collection of the Historical 
Society of Maryland, serve to perpetuate 
his name. 

The third, Mr. J. K. Tclft, of Savaimah, 
died at that city during the war, leaving a 
large and valuable collection, including 
also two books of Signers, one of which has 
passed into the collection of the State, and 
the other into a well-known private libra¬ 
ry. The public sale of his miscellaneous 
collection (the largest ever disposed of in 
that way in this country), filled many a 
want in smaller ones, and scattered a wealth 
of rare specimens, long sought for and not 
readily found. 

An anecdote told to the writer by Mr. 
Telit in Savannah some twenty years ago 
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WASHINGTON’S 

Family Bible. 


The undersigned have for sale the FAMILY BIBLE of GEN¬ 
ERAL WASHINGTON, in 

Three Large Quarto Vols., 

with, his Autograph in each volume. It is a large paper copy of 
Bishop Wilson’s annotated edition, bound in full Russia, and in excel¬ 
lent preservation. It was presented to General Washington by the 
author, and was left by will to Lord Fairfax. 

Buyers will be furnished with satisfactory proofs of its genuine¬ 
ness. Correspondence is invited. 

PORTER & COATES, 

PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, PHILADELPHIA. PA. 


WM. H. STROBRIDGE, 

Snliquarg, 

NO. 1 GATES AVENUE, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Coiix-spondence solicited willi such 
as are iiitorcsled in 

antiques. i 

MINERALS, 

GEMS, COINS, 

INDIAN ART. 


Bangs, IVlerwin k Co. 

Auction Rooms, 

69+ 8c 696 Broadway, 
COU.1.0L.K111ST.. NEW YORK 


I.lTl'.RARY PROPERTY of all 
descriptions, including 

LI15R.VR1ES, 

POORSKLl.l'lRS' STOCK, 
.\UT'OOR.MTTS, 

I'.VMPllLETS, 

J'.NGRAV1-\C.S,| 
COINS, tv. 

i Sold on favorable terms, 


THE 


raFFiran MnHpaFian: 

A Quarterly Journal devoted to the interests of Collectorsof Autographs 
Paper Money, Portraits, &c. Published by Charles De F. Burns’ 
Dealer rn Autographs, Continental Currency, Engravings and Americat; 
Books, and Agent for Collectors. 


Vol. III. 


JIew yor^, Januaf^y, 1874. 


No. 2 . 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONE YEAR. TWO DOLLARS. 


AUTOGRAPHS AND AUTOGRAPH 
COLLECTIONS. 

BY DR. J. G. COGSWELL. 

Autographs are of great value as per¬ 
sonal and historical memorials. They are 
more a part of the individual than the 
ordinarily preserved memorials of arms 
articles of apparel, seals, canes, and the’ 
like; they are his living self, the spiritual 
essence of his mind. “ Next to a por¬ 
trait,” says a writer in the lietrospective 
Review, “ an autograph of a great man is 
the most valuable notice of him.” Even 
more might be said of an autograph • in 
some respects it is to be preferred to ’the 
portrait. A portrait is not always a cor¬ 
rect delineation of the individual, and at 
best is a delineation of his person only; an 
sutograph is more or less a transcript of 
mind and character, is more enduring and 
easier of transmission to future times. 
Jhus much may be accorded to the im¬ 
portance and value of autographs, without 
“miualifiedJy. admitting that tliey are per- 
'eet exponeiUs of individual character, 
here are instances, no doubt, where 
etaracter, particularly in its moral force, 
“as shown Itself unmistakably in the hand- 
riting. Who could look upon the signa- 
mre ol Washington without seeing in it 
me hero possessed of every quality that 
“onsututes greatness; or of Sir Philip 


Sidney, without recognizing it as the si.>- 
nature of a man of a pure and noble and 
chivalnc character; or of Queen Victoria, and 
not trace the combination of queenly diir- 
mty with every womanly virtue ? So. on 
the other hand, there are instances equallv 
strong of the opposite characteristics dil 
coveruble in handwriting—as in Peter the 
Great’s, of Russia, Charles the Twelfth’s 
of Sweden, and Napoleon’s, all denoting 
iinpetuosity, recklessness and ungovernable 
self-will. Another remarkable instance is 
seen in Lord Byron, whose manuscripts, 
like his character, are disfigured through- 
out hy blots and erasures, and alike illegi- 
ble. With a few such e.xceptions any 
portfolio of autographs will show that the 
idea of handwriting being a criterion of 
cliaracter is far more fancied than real. ' 
Lord Chesterfield, in a letter to his son on 
this subject, says that “ every mau who 
has the use of his eyes and of his hand can 
write whatever hand he pleases.” This is 
saying too much; it is not enough for c 
mau to have the use of his eyes and of his 
hand to enable him to become a good pen¬ 
man; it requires a correct eye and a 
mathematical precision in tracing the out¬ 
lines of letters, good instruction and pa¬ 
tient practice, to effect it. .Not many 
centuries ago no persons, however high 
their ruiik, except eccleaiastica and pro- 
fessed scribes, could write a legible hand, 
and but few could write at all. Henry the 
i?iith, of Itnglmid, who reigned from I41ii 
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272 Thomson, Charles. Secy. Comiiieiital 

A. L. S. I p. 4to. 17S2. To 
William Ellery. Veiy line Idler iu 
reference to a resoluiionof Coiiuress 
limitiin^ llie lerm of office of tlic 
Commaiider-iu-Chief.. 

273 Tiio.\ison, Charles. 

A. L. S. I |). folio. 17S6. Also 
to William Ellery—iiotifyiiiij him of 
his a|ipointmenl as Coiiir. of the 
Cuulinenlal Loan ollice fur K. 1. 


2 pp. bvo. ll>4 

275 To.mi-kins, Daniel D. Vici 
(lent; tluvernur. 

A. L. .S. 1 [>. 410. iSoS.... 

270 Tracy, Uriah. 1‘rest. pro. te 


A. 1.. S. 


: p. 410. 1X05... 


ert. Kevoluliunary Ulli- 
I p. folio. I7t>5 . 


280 Tyi.kk, J.ilm. I’rcsiileiil. 

A. 1.. S. 2 pp. 4I0. 1.S5.S. 

2t;i Van llDKllN, Marlin. IVcsiilciit. 

ichnicnt commission), 1 




2S2 Van liYKl'., Nicholas. Signer Art. 
A. 1.. S. 1 ji. alo. 17S3. Scti/ii. 


au'r'jcV- 


.Si. TUcalrc, 

2 S 4 VANiiKKKF.Ml*, J’V. Aillia 
liir ot lliiuli Rccui tl:* 
C‘orrc'»iHuulcnt uf Ailai 

A. I.. S. 2 pp. .jto. 


1S15. 


seph 1 !. 


Speaker House 
I.StI. 




S Warner, Susan. Novelist. 

A. L. S. (Ktiiiihelli Welherell), t p. 
l2mo. 11)51. 

3 Warren, Samuel., Novelist, Ttn 
thuHsand a Yiar, eU. 

A. L. S. 4 pp. 8vo. 1856. Inter¬ 
esting letter, <;ivin^ account of his 
peilioree, etc. 

3 Wasiiincton, George. General; 
President. 

A. L. S. I p. 4to. Albany, 17S3. 
“ I have been on a Tour to the 
Northern ami Western pails of this 
Stale, and am thus far on my return 
to Newburoh,” etc. A strictlyJiue 
specimen, in splendid condition. 


1 Wkaki;, Mesheck. Cong, of 1754; 

first I'rcsidcnt of N. II., etc. 

A. L. S. I p. 410. 1782. 

2 Weiiu, James Walson. Journalist; 

Minister to llra/.il. 


3 WeiisTEK, Noah. Author of Diction¬ 
ary, cle. 

A. 1.. S. I 11. .;to. 1S25. 


4 Weediin, George. General of Kevo- 

lellcr i'll i-elcreiu e In meeting of the 
Society of the Cineiini.ili. Sciuce.. 

5 Weir, Kobcrl W. I'ainler. 

A. 1.. S. 1 p. -tto. l.Sjo. 

0 WeI.I.inctoN, .Arthur. (Duke of.) 
A. 1,. S. 1 p. Svo. 1S.14. Willi olli- 
cial programme of the I hike of W.’s 


an aclive Stage .M.inagcraml rroinp- 

2ijS WllETcoMli, John. General of Revo- 

D. S- I p. 4I0. 1777. Also signed 

by Arleiiuv W.ird, llollcn. Cushiiig, 

2113 Wllll’i’l.K. \\ illiam. Signer Dec. Iml. 
■ ' 2 pp- 4to. 1785. dme 


letter—sc 
10 Wll.I.IAMS. S. Wells. 

A.’ L. S. 


.Author sMnl- 


_ 3 pp. Svo. 1.S70. 

VlEsoS. Henry. U. S. Setialoi, el 
A. 1.. S. 1 p. .fto. 1.851.. 


j-02 WlNTHROP, Robert C. Speaker 
House Reps; Author, 

A. L. S. 2 pp. 4to. 1850. 

y,3 Wooster, David. Gen. of Revolu- 

A. L. .S. I p. 4to. 1775. Camp 
near New York. Mentions the 
Asia man of War, Gov. Skene, etc. 
Very good specimen and scarce . ( 


30; WOODIIURY, Levi 
Siijireuie Court. 
A. L. S. 2 pp 


Sec. Treas’y; 
1S35.. 


305 Wythu, George. Signer Dec. Ind. 

A. L. -S. I p. sm. 4to. iSoi. In 
printed hand. Fine order and. 

. 15 . 


Gov. of New 


,d 6 Y.\tes, Joseph C. 

York. 

A. L. S. I p. 4to. 1803. 

J07 Van lJuRKN, Marlin. President. 
A. L. S. 3pp. 410. 1S27.. 


AMERIC.\N ART1.STS. 
7)8 Heard, William If. 

A. L. S. 3 pp. Svo. 1862.. 
;09 Hrown, George L. 

.A. L. S. 2 pp. Svo. 1S62... 


310 Church, Erederick E. 

A. L. S. I p. Svo. 1S62. 75 

311 Gifford, Sanford R. 

A. L. S, 2 pp. 8vo. 1862. 75 

312 Hart, AVilliam. 

aV. L. S. I p. Svo. 1862. 7^ 

313 Haseltine, William S. 

A. L. S. I p. Svo. 1S63. JO 

314 Johnson, Eastman. 

-A. L. S. I p. Svo. 1S62. k JO 

315 McEntee, Jervis. 

-A. L. S. 2 pp. Svo. 1S62..,. JO 

316 Rogers, John. 

A. L. S. I p. Svo. 1862. 7j 


317 SHA-rrucK, Aaron D. 

A. 1.. S. I p. Svo. 1862.. 

31S SoNNT.u:, W'illiam L. 

-A. L. S. I p. 4to. 1862 .. 


319 Sfe.ncer, Lilly M. 

A. L. S. I p. 4to. 1862..., 

320 Whittridgk, Worlhiiigton. 
-V. L. S. I p. Svo. 1S62.. 

;2I W'usT, -Alexander. 

A. L. S. I p. Svo. 18O2.., 


C0l4 0IsriA.r2 MONEY 

I'Olt SALK uy 

CHARLES De F. BURNS. 

Al.L STRICTLY PINE SI'ECI.MENS. 


, Dec. 7. 


^issacliusctts—17' 

17 

^mnsylvania—1785, McL 10. 


ir-oi. AA sIiilliHos. (cSicord in Hand.). 

IfBO. MayS. §1, 2, 0, d, 7. (not euiicelletl). ea 
. ..bo, Moll. 10. 0 pence... 

»?>ma_1775, July 17. 1 .shil. and 3cl... 

S2, 0, each. 

$ 10 .... 

. 


U-— lo, Oiiiy It. 1 

•'Wli Carolina—1776, A])l. 2. 

1778, Aug. a 

-’eorgia—1776. 


;;u 
. 1 .50 
. 1 00 
, 1 00 
1 oo 

1 50 



























































JUST PUBLISHED. | 

licTiONAity OF American BiocRAPHy* 

INCLUDING MEN AND WOMEN OF THE TIME, 

By Francis S. Drake. 

Royal 8vo. Cloth. Gilt Top-Price Six Dollars. 
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II. JIeW J OR^, pCTOBER, 1872. H O. 4. 


SUESCRirnON for one year, two dollars. 


This book contains biographical sketches of nearly 10,000 persons 
either American by birth, or connected with American history by events 
in their cateer-persons who have been more or less ^ 

nected with the Arts Sciences, Literature, Politics, or History ot d 
American Continent. It is incomparably the lullest and most desimbk 
work of universal American Biography, and will inevitably take tankas 
a standard and indispensable book of reference. 

IT 01=1. S.A.X_iB tB'Sr V 

Charles De F. Burns. | 


EDWARD COGAN, 1 

dealer in ft;- 

GOLD, SILVER & COPPER COINS & MEDALS, 
No. 408 STATE STREET, I 

-y. I 

COLLECTIONS OF COINS CATALOGUED FOR SALE g 


iOME RANDOM RELICS OF AARON 
BURR. 

While History reproduces itself, with 
ww actors only who appear on its stage 
ia the old tinsel wardrobe, those who 
critically study the representation discover 
hu new moral in the plot, and often little 
iMiproveinent in the actors. Slatesinen are 
out the prominent representatives of the 
policy, progress, wants and development 
"I'lho country they servo in the Theatre of 
.Nations, and ordinarily their personal 
Units and inward promptings are over- 
Uiked in the greater importance of their 
uilicial action. Then the audience is in a 
pleasant mood. At other times, as when a 
Presidential contest is at hand, the galleries 
iiid the pit are disposed to be weary of a 
protracted performance, canvass the ad- 
'aiitages of a new slock company, and 
»eigh every censorious oummeut, true or 
'■‘Ise, which is brought forward by the ad¬ 
vocates of change, ia its justilication. On 
such occasions all that is good is sought to 
forgotten or obscured, while evil is 
warched for and displayed. W hero a com- 
tiuaiion of good and evil e.\ists it is dilli- 
tult to weigh the balance of testimony 
"liile the c.'ieitement lasts, and olteil lime 
'V renuisiie, even after the actor ia in his 
b'ave, to arrive at a just conclusion. 

One of these periods has lately been 
"poll Us, and tile rival candidates have 
‘"''‘ii subjected Co a fiery oi’deal of po[>uhir 


comment, llel'orm has been advocated, 
and reformers reformed; motives and 
action eipually ([ueslioned, and tlie partisan 
press rife with invidious censure, and it 
may not therefore be out of place to select 
tills oeeasiou to allude to the history of ouc 
who sank beneath a storm of popular ob- 
loipuy, burying with him much of good, and 
much of evil, and to attempt to illustrate 
it with some fragments of correspondence 
connuctcil witll bis career, although in 
Itself of little imporlunee. 

i'\;W men rose so rapidly or fell so low 
as Aaron Burr, and, even admitting all the 
evil which has been charged to him, it is 
impossible to deny, that if his whole life 
does not adbrd two distinct views to be 
taken of his character, at least it was divi¬ 
ded into two distinct periods, one of posi¬ 
tive good, and the other and later, of evil 
mingled with mucli good. The boyhood 
and early life of Burr, his career as a sol¬ 
dier and as a lawyer up to tlie period of 
his entry into political life, alibrd a pleas¬ 
ant study to one who appreciates theiiual- 
ities of a noble character. Disinterested 
ill his instincts, gifted, accomplished, pos¬ 
sessed of the graces of cullivaiiou and 
(^although slight and boyish in ligure, and 
of small stature) of manly beauty; beloved 
by his associates, and accorded by them 
tliat leadership which is by well educated 
youth rarely misplaced; generous to a 
lault, patriotic and brave; the sun of a 
man distinguished in church and literary 
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north wind, as usually the most violent), 
acting furiously upon them. The black 
cloud, perhaps, designs the British Parlia¬ 
ment, and the waves the Colonies. Their 
rolling all in one direction, shows that the 
very force used against them, has pro¬ 
duced their unanimity. On the reverse 
of this bill, we have a smooth sea; the 
sails of a ship on that sea hanging loose, 
show a perfect calm ; the sun shining fully 
denotes a clear sky. The motto is Ces 
SANTE VENTo CoNouiESCEMus—“The wiiid 
ceasing, we shall be quiet.” Supposing my 
explanation of the preceding device to be 
right, this will import that when these 
violent acts of power, which have aroused 
the Colonies, are repelled, they will return 
to their former tranquillity. Britain seems 
thus charged with being the sole cause of 
the present civil war, at the same time 
that the only mode for putting an end to 
it, is thus plainly pointed out to her. 

The last is a wreath of laurel on a 
marble monument or altar; the motto; 
Si Kecte —“ If you act rightly.” This 
seems intended as an encouragement to a 
brave and steady conduct in defence of 
our liberties, as it promises to crown with 
honor, by the laurel wreath, those who 
persevere to the end in well doing; and 
with a long duration of that honor, ex¬ 
pressed by the monument of marble. 

A learned friend of mine thinks this de¬ 
vice more particularly addressed to the 
Coiii/rcin. lie says that the ancients com¬ 
posed for their heroes a wreath of laurel, 
oak, and olive twigs interwoven; agreeably 
to the distich: 

P lauro, quercu, ati|Ue olea, duce, digiia Corona. 
Krudeiileiii, t'urteui, paciticuiuque, deuet. 

Of laurel, as that tree was dedicated to 
Apollo, and understood to signify knowl- 
eoge and prudence; of oak, as pertaining 
to Jupiter, and expressing fortitude; of 
olive, as the tree of Pallas, and as a sym¬ 
bol of peace. The whole to show, that 
those who are intrusted to conduct the 
atiairs of mankind, should act prudently 
and firmly ; retaining, above all, a pacific 
disposition. This wreath was first placed 
upon an altar, to admonish the hero who 
was to be crowned with it, that true glory 
is founded on, and proceeds from piety. 
My friend, therefore, thinks that the pres¬ 
ent device might intend a wreath of that 
composite kind, though from the smallness 
cf the work, the engraver could not mark 
distinctly the differing leaves. And he is 


rather confirmed in his opinion that thi* 
is designed as an admonition to the Con- 
gress, when he is considering the passage 
in Horace, from whence the motto U 
taken ; 



To which also Antonius alludes; 

St revte luciet, iiuii qtii duiiiiaatui' eric rex. 
Not the King’s Parliament who act 
wrong; but the people’s Congress, if it act 
right, shall govern America. 


THE ST.-\TUE OF GEORGE THE 
THIRD. 

This equestrian figure, composed of lead 
gilt, the production of a London artist, 
named \V ilton, and the first of its kind in¬ 
tended to commemorate the future lo.ser 
of thirteen Colonies, was erected on a ped¬ 
estal, in the Bowling Green, on the 21st 
of August, 1770. It was not destined 
long to occupy its position, but was, as it 
is well known, pulled down as an after 
ceremony to the reading of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence to the Aiuoricun 
troops. The tories attributed the act to 
Washington, but learning that some sol¬ 
diers had co-operated, he rebuked them 
in an order. 

The statue was of full life size; the 
horse rearing, after the ajiproved manner; 
the King with a crown, but without stir¬ 
rups, with one hand on his bridle, the 
other on his sword. 

The greater part of the statue was sent 
to Litchfield, in Connecticut (probably as 
a place of greater safety), and there run 
into bullets by the family of Governor 
Wolcott, and Ebenezer Hazard said, in a 
letter to Gates, “ His troops will probably 
have melted king fired at them.” Lossing 
says, that according to an account found 
amongst the Governor’s papers, it fur- 
nished the material for 42,000 bullets. 
But large as its usefulness proved, it was 
not all melted down, and the residue after 
years of sepulchre, like an uneasy spirit 
has again walked abroad. „ 

A shoemaker, residing about twelve 
miles from the Sound, has recently plowed 
up his field, which had long lain in grass, 
and has exhumed the head, tail and a por-^ 
tion of the breast of the horse, with its 
gilding, still in good order, and now offers 
it for sale. A gentleman, who has seen it, 
describes it as larger than life size; the 

A 


aeaJ somewhat bent (probably flattened 
fjr transportation); the tail, weighing 
about one hundred pounds, perfect; and 
ahe piece of the breast, shewing a portion 
uf the breast strap of the housings. The 
.arty olfering it for sale, was directed to 
lac Historical Society, as an appropriate 

Its long concealment is a curious subject 
for conjecture ; the history of its burial 
^wllcther hidden by a rebel, as a future 
jubjoct of military supply, a loyalist, as a 
aieinento of royalty, alter ‘ that cruel war 
nas over,’ or a thief of the period, for 
liter profit,) is not now enlightened even 
by tradition, and must remain a mystery ; 
but, after this singular recovery, we need 
not despair of the eventual return into 
circulation of the treasures of Captain 
Kidd, as a partial basis for a resumption 
ul'specie payments. 

Ill this oonnection, we annex copy of a 
lulter of “ King” Sears, the leader of the 
..Siiiis of Liberty, to Governor Clinton.* 


llos-ro.N, Nov' 11. 1778. 
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A pleasant anecdote is related of the 
Ute Prince Mettcrnich, the Nestor of 
European diplomacy. He had formed a 
series of letters of modern French authors, 
'vkioh lacked only Jules Janin, the cele¬ 
brated critic, of being complete. Being 
Very desirous of completing the set, he 
JJ^eutioned his wish to Janin’s friend, 
oount Apponyi, who immediately volun- 
leered to write to the author, informing 
biin of the desire of the prince. When 
Janin received his friend’s letter, he at 
uiiee procured a beautiful sheet of paper, 
^"<1, remembering that the prince wa.s the 


proprietor of the celebrated Johannisberg 
vineyard.s, wrote the following receipt: 

“J herewith acknowledge the receipt, 
from Prince Metternich, of fifty bottles of 
his best ‘ Johannisberger ’ wine, for which 
munificent present 1 return my heartfelt 
thanks to the generous donor. 

Jules Janin.” 

The Prince, who was greatly amused at 
the naiuete manifested by the author in 
thus receipting in advance for an antici¬ 
pated present, immediately sent him, not 
fifty, but one hundred bottles of the best 
.) ohannisberger. 

There is in Fliirope, a class of “middle 
men,” who gather autographs for the pur¬ 
pose of selling them to collectors, and who 
are cajiable of almost any degree of mean¬ 
ness. t)nc of these, a few years ago, re¬ 
ceived a commission from a wealthy lady 
to'form for her a large collection ol nulo- 
uraph letters of eminent cotomporaries. 
He at once addressed a written circular to 
all the eminent men of Europe, in which 
lie asked their opinion of a certain great 
work that was about to be issued under 
the auspices of the Uussiaii government, 
and inquired whether they could, under 
any circumstances, be induced to contri¬ 
bute an article to it. Of course, every 
man of letters would answer such a com¬ 
munication, and in this way the scamp ob¬ 
tained over two thousand autographic re¬ 
plies, for which his patroness gave him a 
large sum of money. 

An impoverished French nobleman, in 
184:$, undertook to make his living by 
writing to eminent persons, and then sell¬ 
ing the replies which he received from 
them. In order to accomplish his purpose 
he did not hesitate to make use of the 
most varied, and often shameful, devices. 
One of the methods he adopted was^^to 
send to any famous person, whose au o- 
graph he desired to jiossess, a letter, in 
which he pretended to be a violinist but 
twenty years old, who, on account of great 
misfortunes, had been brought to despair, 
and was on the point of commiting suicide. 
“ Nevertheless, before performing so des¬ 
perate .an act, he felt himself impelled to 
address a jierson in whose wisdom he 
placed the most implicit confidence, hop¬ 
ing to obtain advice that would prove aid 
and succor.” It would rcipiire a llinty na- 
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The sons of Lewis Morris the Signer, 
Lt. Col. Lewis Morris was aid to Greene, 
and Jacob Morris to Lee ; Majors Thomas 
Prederick Jackson and Raymond Demere 
to Stirling; Henry B. Livingston, to St. 
Clair; Benjamin Fishbourne, to Wayne; 
Nathaniel Burnsell (Lieut, in Harrison’s 
Virginia and Maryland artillery), to R. 
Howe; Matthew Clarkson and Monsr. 
Pennett, to Washington; Majors John 
Skey Eustace, to Greene and Lee; N.Vaii 
Cortlandtand A. Hoops, to Sullivan; John 
C. Ogden and Blackburn, to Wooster ; 
Jt)hn Armstrong, to Mercer and Gates; 
James Swan, to Warren; Caleb Stark to 
Stark ; Ward to Ward; Bailey, Rice and 
Everard Meade (brother of Washington’s 
aid), to Lincoln; Henry Sewall and Da¬ 
vid (?) Henley, to Heath; Jacob De Hart 
and Thomas Shubrick, were also A. D. C., 
but to whom we have not discovered; and 
Dr. William Read of Charleston, S. C., is 
claimed to have been a Lieut. Col. on the 
stair of Washington, on what authority we 
are ignorant. 

At dill’erent periods, Joseph Reed, Tim¬ 
othy Pickering and Ale.xander Scammell, 
were Adjutants General; Joseph Trumbull, 
Commissary General ; Jonathan Trum¬ 
bull and James Warren, Paymasters Gen¬ 
eral ; Clement Biddle, Deputy ; and Joseph 
Carlton, Paymaster of the Board of War ; 
William Tudor, Judge Advocate General; 
John Lawrence, Judge Advocate on Wash¬ 
ington’s staff; Nathaniel Green and Win- 
throp Sergeant, Quartermasters General; 
Elias Boudinot and Abraham Skinner, 
Commissaries General of Prisoners, the 
former assisted by his relative John Pin- 
tard as Deputy ; Wi^n. Buchanan, Com. 
Genl. of Purchases ; Edmund Randolph, 
Deputy Muster Master General; Drs. 
John Morgan and Shippen, Directors 
General of the flospital, and Dr. James 
Craik in the same position at Yorktown. 

We invite the attention of our readers 
to the value of collecting and putting on 
record any intelligence they may possess 
as to the subordinate actors in this inter¬ 
esting period. 

CONTINENTAL MONEY. 

{From an Ahuinac publUlud in 1777.) 

AN EXPLANATION OF THE DEVICES ON THE CON¬ 
TINENTAL BILLS OF CREDIT, WITH CONJEC¬ 
TURES OF THEIR MEANING. 

An emblematic device, when rightly 
formed, is said to consist of two parts—a 


body and a mind ; neither of which is in-* 
telligible without the aid of the other. 
The figure is called the body ; the motto, 
the mind. These, that I am about to con. 
sider, appear formed on that rule, and 
seem to relate to the present struggle be¬ 
tween the Colonies and the parent State, 
for liberty, property, and safety, on the 
one hand ; for absolute power and plunder 
on the other. 

On one denomination of the bills there 
is a figure of a harp, with this motto: 
Majoka Minoridus consonant —literally, 
“The greater and smaller ones sound to¬ 
gether.” As the harp is an instrument 
composed of great and small strings, in¬ 
cluded in a strong frame, and also so 
tuned as to agree in concord with each 
other, 1 conceive that the frame may be 
made to represent our new government by 
a Continental Congress, and the strings of 
dillerent length and substance, either the 
several Colonies of different weight and 
force, or the various marks of people in 
all of them, who are now united by that 
government in the most perfect harmony. 

On another bill is impressed a wild boar 
of the forest, rushing on the spear of the 
hunter, with this motto : Aut Mohs aot 
VITA DKCOKA; which may be translated 
—“ Death or Liberty.” The wild boar is 
an animal of great strength and courage, 
armed with long and sharp tusks, which 
he well knows how to use in his own de¬ 
fence. He is inoffensive while suffered to 
enjoy his freedom, but when roused and 
wounded by the hunter, often turns and 
makes him pay dearly for his temerity. 

On another is drawn an eagle on the 
wing pouncing upon a crane, who turns 
upon his back and receives the eagle upon 
the point of his long bill, which pierces 
the eagle’s breast; with this motto : Ex- 
iTUB IN Dunio Est—“ The event is uncer¬ 
tain.” The eagle, 1 suppose, represenU 
Great Britain, the crane, America; this 
device offers an admonition to each of the 
contending parties. To the Crane, not to de¬ 
pend too much upon the success of its en¬ 
deavors to avoid the contest (Jiy petition, 
negotiation, >Sic.), but to prepare for using 
the means God and nature hath given it; 
and to the Eagle, not to presume on iW 
strength, since a weaker bird may wound 
it mortally. 

Sunt dubii eventus, incertaque praelia marlit •' 

Fincitur, baud raro, (jui prope victor erat. 

On another bill, we have a thorn, whioh 
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a hand seems attempting to eradicate ; 
the hand appears to bleed, as pricked by 
the spines. The motto is Sustink vel 
austink ; which may be rendered “ Bear 
with me or let me alone,” or thus: “Either 
support or leave me.” The bush, 1 sup¬ 
pose, to mean, America, and the bleed¬ 
ing hand, Britain. Would to God that 
bleeding were stopped, the wounds of that 
hand healed, and its future operation di¬ 
rected by wisdom and equity ; so shall 
the hawthorn flourish and form a hedge 
around it, annoying with her thorns only 
its invading enemies. 

Another has the figure of a beaver, 
gnawing a large tree, with this motto: 
I’fiiiSEVKRANDO—“By perseveraiice.” 1 
apprehend the great tree may be intended 
to represent the enormous power Britaip 
has assumed over us, and endeavors by 
force of arms to ta.\ us at pleasure, and 
bind us in all cases whatsoever ; or the 
exorbitant profits she makes by monopo¬ 
lizing our commerce. Then the beaver, 
which is known to be able, by assiduous 
and steady working, to fell large trees, to 
signify America; which by perseverence 
in her present measures, will probably re¬ 
duce that power within proper bounds, 
and, by establishing the most necessary 
manufactures among ourselves, abolish 
the British monopoly. 

On another bill we have the plant Acan¬ 
thus, sprouting on all sides, under a weight 
placed upon it, with the motto, Dki-kkssa 
IIesukoit —“ Though oppressed, it rises.” 
The ancients tell us, that the sight of such 
an accidental circumstance, gave the first 
hint to an architect in forming the beauti¬ 
ful capital of the Corinthian column. This 
perhaps was intended to encourage us, by 
representing that our present oppressions 
will not destroy us; but that they may, 
by increasing our industry and forcing it 
into new courses, increase the prosperity 
of our country, and establish that prosper¬ 
ity on the base of liberty, and the well- 
proportioned pillar of property, elevated 
for a pleasing spectacle to all connoisseurs 
who can take delight in the architecture of 
human happiness. 

The figures of a hand and flail, over 
sheaves of wheat, with the motto ; Tuiu- 
ULATio Ditat —“ Threshing improves it” 
(which we find printed on another of the 
bills), may perhaps be intended to admon¬ 
ish us, that though at present we are un¬ 
der the flail, its blows, how hard soever. 


will be rather advantageous than hurtful 
to us; for they will bring forth every 
grain of genius and merit in arts,-manu¬ 
factures, war, and council, that are now 
concealed in the husk, and then the breath 
of a breeze, will be suliicient to separate 
us from all the chalf of toryism. Tribu¬ 
lation too, in our English sense of the 
word, improves the mind, it makes us hum¬ 
ble, and tends to make us wiser. And 
threshing, in one of its senses, that (>i 
beating, often improves those that arc 
threshed. Many an unwarlike nation have 
been beaten into heroes, by troublesome, 
warlike neighbors; and the continuance of 
a war, though it lessens the numbers of a 
people, often increases its strength, by in¬ 
creased discipline and consequent courage 
of the number remaining. Thus England, 
after her civil war, in which her people 
threshed one another, became mCre form¬ 
idable to her neighbors. The public dis¬ 
tress too, that arises from war, by increas¬ 
ing frugality and industry, often gives 
habits that remain after the war is over, 
and thereby naturally enriches those on 
whom it has enforced those enriching 
virtues. 

Another of the bills has for its device, 
a storm descending from a black, heavy 
cloud, with the motto : Serbnabit —“ It 
will clear up.”. This seems designed to 
encourage the dejected, who may be too 
sensible of present inconveniences, and 
fear their continuance. It reminds them 
agreeably to the adage, that after a storm. 
comes a calm; or as Horace more ele¬ 
gantly has it: 

lulbriiiBB hyemes reducit, Jiipileridem siiuiinovit. 

Non lii mall) nunc, ot oliiu 

Sic erit Nequu seiupor arcum tendit Apollo. 

On another bill, there is stamped the 
representation of a tempestuous sea; a 
face with swollen cheeks, wrapt up in a 
black cloud, appearing to blow violently 
on the waters, the waves high, and all 
rolling one way. The motto, Vi Con- 
ciTAT.E—which may be rendered, “ Raised 
by force.” From the remotest antiquity, 
in figurative language, great waters have 
signified the people, and waves an insur¬ 
rection. The people of themselves are 
supposed as naturally inclined to be still, 
as the waters to remain level and quiet. 
Their rising here does not appear to be 
from any internal cause, but 'from an ex¬ 
ternal power, expressed by the head 
Eolus, god of the winds (or Boreas, the 
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preface, even my enemies in England were at 
fault, and it remained for others in my native 
country to import their tilth of which they thein- 
selvee had become ashamed, to rting at me when 
I was over and over invited to be comforted by 
friendship and all'ection!—In the memoir you pul>-' 
lished the <|ueetiun was fully mot. 

1 have only time to say—will you endeavor to 
asceriaiii w/tu the writer of the article I speak of 
is 1 Does it come from Maywood Y Erom Earle, 
of whom wo talked! Fi-oin Earren, who was 
turned out of Now York t 1 am convinuod it has 
a theatrical origin. I should be glad to know 
whether the paper has any standing—whether I 
oujifht to make an answer—and at any rate who. 
t doubt, in iny real antagonist. 1 lei 




I . j ' . . . _ j ■ h)o not she 

. Yours ever truly 

J. II. P. 

P. S. I see the work I speak of lauded in the 
Philadelphia ln(|uirer—who does the criticis¬ 
ing for that work f Perhaps to him, whoever he 
may be, 1 am indebteil—whatever thu pretence 
may be, no doubt this is the beginning of a systu- 
inalic attempt to crush me. 

CONTINENTAL AND COLONIAL 
PAPER MONEY. 

Our wants and stock of these bills re- 
tnaiii as printed in the first number. 

A sale of coins, by Messrs. Bangs, 
Merwin &i Co., on I'Jth October, included a 
considerable number of Continental notes, 
described as “ uncircululed and very tjood." 
Very few were uncirculated, and the bal¬ 
ance might have been much better to mer 
it the description. They sold at from 12 
1-2 to 20 cents each. The state issues sold 
low, and were mostly weak specimens. 
I'ine or rare notes only, are readily jilaced. 

We are desirous of obtaining the fol¬ 
lowing notes of the Congress issues, and 
will pay liberal prices for satisfactory 
specimens : 

1777, May 20th. *2. 4. 

1778, April 11th. *t>. 7. 20. 40. 

1770, Jun’y, 14th. 1150. 

AUTOGRAPHS WANTED. 

(Jl .. .... . I'lailvd 


James Delaney, 
Juseph Murray, 
,)uhn Chambers, 
William Smith, 
Samuel Welles, 

.ST.V.Mf A 
'I’imothy Uuggles 
MetcalfUnwIer. 
David Kuwlaud, 


. Elisha Williams, 
Martin I Inward, 
Abraham Uariies. 
IKOICKSS (17li5). 

John Crngor, 
IlunX'ick Elshcr" 


.MRMlIlSltS OI.I 
Geu. Atkinsun, N. 11. 
Jas. Manning, K. I. 
Nathan Miller, 

Daniel Mowry, “ 
Andrew Adams, Conn. 
Jos. P. Cooke, 

Wm. Hillhouse, 

Step. M. Mitchell, “ 
John Haring, N. Y. 

Ephraim Paine, " 

J. Morin Scott, •' 
.lohn Uoatty, N. J. 

Win. Ilnrnutt, 

.John Cooper, •• 
Samuel Dick, *• 

Ered. Erelinghnysen" 
Thos. Henderson, ” 
Josiah llornblower, “ 


Wm. Clingan, 
.Ins. Gardner, 
Jas. McClune, 
John U. Keid, 
Wm. Shippen, 

McComb, 


.lohn 
Win. Pcery, 
.las. Sykes’. 
John Vining, 


CONUltKSS, &a. 

Sami. Wharton, 

Uobt. Alexander, 

Jer. T. Chase, 

Uenj. Coulee, *^5 

John Hair,"’ 

Wm. Harrison, '<B 
John Itogers, 

David Itoss if 

Itich’dHIand, yT 
Wm. Eilahiigh, 'U 
Wm. Eleming, 

Merewether .Smith, 
Tim’y Mloodworlh,NX 
Jioberl Unrloii, ■!£ 
Win. Cnmmiiig, <« 
Willie Jones, 

.lohn Swan, 

Kich’d Ueresford, S. a 
John Unll, •.« 

•lohn Parker, “* 


lie W. .lones 
11 Walton, 
nidi Wood, 


t‘KK.StUKNTS j 


■S Osbori 


Nath’l Woodliiill, i 
Alini. Yates. Jr., 
Ailin'. Ten liroeck. - 


i’eter Minnit, 

Kichard Nicolls, 

Anthony Colvo, 

Eranc’s Nicholson, 

John Nanfan, 

Oerardns lleekman, 

A. L. S. aro wanted of the above-named; vti 
D. S. of N. Y. Governors. f 

Wantkij —Signatures of thu following person^ 
Henudict Arnold, 

John Uurgoync, 

Guy Carlolon, 

Sir M. Clinton, 

Clinton, 


Cornwallis, 

,1. Ciidwalader 


Sir Wm. Howe 
Lord Loudon, 
L. McIntosh, 


D. Wooster, 

'l.or.l How..,' 

.Sir Wm. Johnson, : 
11. Laurens, 

1£. H. Leo, 

U. Tarlelun, 

Marinus Willell 
Docuinents signed, preferred ; though ci 
natures would iinswor. To be paid for in money 
or exchanged fur other autographs. ^ 


C. Pnlubki, 
Uawdon, 
Itieilesel, 
.Stirling, 
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CATALOGUE OF AUTOGRAPHS 

SELECTED FROM THE STOCK OF 

CHARLES De F. BURNS, 

127 Mexcux Street, New York. 

lassviATioNJ.—A. L. S., autograph letter signed; L. S., letter (igned ; D.S,, document sign. 


lecurity of the Mails, we do not hold ourselvri responsible for Remitunces, unless the sa 
made in P. O. money orders, or drafu to order on New York. 


•J AuamB, John. 
Minister to 1 

L.S.. Ip. 


Siguer Dec. liid.; 
Ireut liritain, etc. 
llu. 17S.7. To Mr. Dn- 
iay letter,with fine a'ujna- 


;l ANlJlucoi>.SY, Anth. Er. Distinguishud 
Ereiioh General and Diplomatist. 

A. L. S. Ip. folio. 1805. 

4 AuMBTUONii, John. Brigadier General 
of the Revolution. 

A. L. S. 1 p. folio. 1702. Fine 


ml icarci 


5 AunosTUS 11. King of Poland. 

.Signature and seal, 1721 ; with tine 
portrait. Also D. S. 1 (). folio, 172.1. 
with seal, of Von Breichliiiger, Lord 
Jlii/h Chancellor of Auyaalus. Eroni 
Telit’s collection. 




STUSlll. King of Poland. 
•S. 2 pp. folio. 17.|;l. 


7 Bancuokt, Georg 
ter to Gre 
A. L. S. 1 p. • 

a llANlsrKU, John. Signer Articles of 
Cunfederuliun. 

A. L. S. :) pp. ‘llo. 1783. Very iu- 
lerusling letter respeuting an attempt 
to. tar and feather Mr. Ponsonhy, a 
young Englishman, by Col. Heth... 

1) BANtaTRlt, John. 

A. L. S. 3 pp. 410. 1777. ToTheo- 
durick Bland, lievolulioimry letter. 
(load ajiechiieu, but aliijhtly damuyed. 


1 Bakky, William E. General U. S. Army. 

A. L. S. Ip. 4to. 1845. 

2 Baiiti.k-it, Josiah. Signer Dec. Ind.; 

Governor, etc. 

D.S. 1 p. small 4to. 1782. Fine 
aiynalure . 


13 BuAUuaLKY, Samuel. Judge; Attorney 
General ofN. Y., &,c. 

A. Ii. S. 2 pp. 4lo. Fine Political 
letter to Gov. Yates. 

14 Bkaiiuaknaib, Alexander. Distin¬ 
guished General of Erench Uevuln- 
lion ; first liusband of Josephine. 

A. L. S. 1 p. 4to. 17U0. Purtrait. 


ipt of’si; 


Iti Bkiikoicii, Gunning, Jr. Signer of Cou- 


17 Bek, 'rhoiims. Member Old Congress. 
A. L. S. 1 p. 4lo. 17U;i. To 
Thus. Pinckney. 


20 Bkkkien. j. McPherson. Altoruey- 

Geuerul. 

A. L. S. 2 pp. 4lo. 1843. 

21 BlUli, George M. Secretary ofTreasury. 

A. L. S. 2 pp. 4to. 'I’o President 
'I'yler, remiestmg an appointineut in 
llie Navy fur a griiudsun of Patrick 


INNEY, Horace. Distinguished Lawyer 
A. L. S. 2 pp. 4lo. 1823. 


'1 Boone, Daniel. 
A. L. S. 1 p 
ExcE 


, _.J1. "If your 

icy siiould have thought me 
l■uursuu I would umlertake 
...idistioiie I have the apintmoiit 
:ol the CompunyutKaiihowway," 
Fine specimen and very rare. 1 
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1, 1750, when bills appeared from new 
plates for Gc/., Is., 3s., 3s. 9d., 5s., 7s. Gd., 
10s., 15*., 30*., and 3£. The words 
“ Crown Point” were upon each corner of 
the bills, and the devices were as follows : 
for those of Gd., a squirrel; Is., a rabbit; 
3*., a cock ; 3*. Od., a pigeon flying ; 5*., 
a hawk perched on a branch ; 7s. Gd., a 
dove with the olive branch. These notes, 
if any of them are to be found, must bo 
extremely rare. 

In 1775, before the termination of the 
royal government, bills for 510*. were put 
forth to a limited extent. They were 
from an engraved plate, and probably 
have all perished. 

June 20, 1775, bills of the “ Colony of 
New Hampshire" were emitted, under 
the authority of the Provincial Congress, 
for Is., (is., 20*., and 40*. They were 
from engraved plates, similar in form to 
the Massachusetts “ soldier’s notes,” and 
signed by Nicholas Gilman, Receiver- 
General, and countersigned by E. Thomp¬ 
son. They were nearly all redeemed and 
destroyed. 

July 25, 1775, another emission of col¬ 
onial bills took place, in their general 
form like the last, except that they were 
printed from common types, of the de¬ 
nominations of t)(/., 0</., 1*. Gd., Is. 9d., 2*. 
Gd., and 3s.; and August 24, of the same 
year, others of the denominations of 5s., 
10*., 15*., 30*. and 3X'. They were all 
signed and countersigned like the issues 
of June 20. They are now rarely met 
with; those for £3, however, are more. 
common than the others. 

November 3, 1775, bills were issued, 
substantially in the same form, and from 
common types, for Gd., 1*. (it/., 2*. Gd., 5s., 
15*., 30*. and 40*., signed by Nicholas 
Gilman, Rceiver-General, and counter¬ 
signed by Samuel Hobart. They, also, 
are very rare, especially those of the 
lower denominations. 

January 2(>, 1770, an emission made its 
appearance, in the Eederal currency, for 
(!l, $2, 13, N, $5 and $0, printed from 
types, and signed by two of the following 
named persons, viz.: Josiah Moulton, Jr., 
Joseph Gilman and Phillips White. These 
notes were extensively counterfeited, and 
recalled. Few specimens are now to be 
found. 

June 28, 1770, was the date of the last 
paper money authorized by the sole action 
of New Hampshire. The bills were 


printed from types, and were of reduced 
size, like the small Massachusetts notes of 
June 18,1770. The denominations (known 
to the writer) were 4d., 7d., 8d., lOd., Is., 
1*. 3d., 2*. and 4*. They bore the signature 
of one of the following named persons, 
viz.: N. Emery, P. White, J. Smith, E. 
Thompson and P. Long. They are quite 

The “new emission” bills of New 
Hampshire, guaranteed by the United 
States, were dated April 29, 1780, and 
were for $1, $2, $3, 84, $5, $0, 88 and 
120. They had a general circulation and 
were nearly all returned and cancelled. 
The signers were Joseph Pearson, E. 
Robinson and J. McClure, and the in¬ 
dorser Nicholas Gilman or John Taylor 
Gilman. In poor condition they are not 
particularly scarce, but uncirculated spec¬ 
imens, without the punch-hole of cancella¬ 
tion, are quite uncommon. 

This was the last of the paper currency 
of Now Hampshire. 


^NiiTK. coureo doHlBned rather for 



LETTER OF MARY WASHINGTON. 


In another column will be found a de¬ 
scription of this almost uavjue autograph. 
The following letter from Rev. E. A. 
Dalrymple, l).D., gives its history : 

B.iI.Tl.MOKE, &lli Decuinber, lt?05. 

DkaU .Sill:—The Mary Wimhiiigtoii lellur, 
which you uhlaiiieil through me aoiiie time ago, was 
tlie |iruprrty of a geiitleiiiaii in Virginia, whom 1 
well knew. Hr served during the late war in the 
tlouth, as an ollicer in the (jonfederalu service. 
Hu was once taken prisoner, and, during hia cain- 
|>uigus, received several severe wounds. Some 
veurs ago his house was hurned down, and the 
ilary Washington letter ami a few family relics 
were the only things saved from the llames. ■ 

The genuineness of the letter is beyond doubt. 
It was in the family of the gentleman referred to 
above, ever since the death of Joseph Bail, or 
’.Siiuire Hall, as he is commonly styled, to whom 
it IS luhlressetl. He was the brother of Mary 
Washiiiglon, the mother of lieorge Washington, 
and the father of an only daughter, who married 
the ancestor of the last owner of the letter. Hia 
family is well known, anil the genealogy is per¬ 
fect. 1 have often exai|diied the “ Letter Hook" 
of Joseph Hall, which his desneiidiinta owned 
some years ago. and read with much interest, 

Washington, in Virginia. He waa a man of large 
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possessions, both in England and the colony, and 
appears to have spent much of his time in Lon- 
ilou. His posterity are numerous iu Virginia, 
liiuugb, as they spring from a daughter, none of 
them bear the name of Hall. 

I am. dear sir. 

Very truly yours, 

E. A. DALRYMPLE. 


COMPLETE SETS OF SIGNERS. 

So far 03 we have been able to ascertain, 

• the number of complete seta of Signers 
has not increased as rapidly as the efforts 
of collectors would justify. There are 
many sets which we know of in the col¬ 
lections of correspondents, nearly com¬ 
plete, which by the addition of a few 
desiderato, from the care with which they 
have been improved, will far surpass many 
of those completed. 

When Mr. Gilman visited Mr. Teffi’s 
collection in 1845, although he hud then 
been engaged for many years on his set, 
it still lacked these seventeen names, many 
of which seem common to us, viz: lirax- 
ton, Floyd, Hart, Lynch, L. Morris, Mid¬ 
dleton, Morton, Nelson, Penn, Ross, Read, 
Rodney, Stone, Smith, Taylor, Thornton, 
Wilson; while, at the same time the Rev. 
])r. Rallies, of Liverpool, a well-known 
English collector, writes to Mr. Telft of 
his own sot, “ Pray, are your signers com¬ 
plete ? 1 look with mingled emotions ol'sor- 
row and hope upon the only hiatus 1 have in 
mine.” 

It would be curious to examine whether 
this English collection, made by one 
necessarily unfamiliar with a sight of 
many of the autographs of the Signers, 
has escaped the dangers against which 
collectors here guard, of taking the son for 
the father, or the wrong man of the same 
name. Thomas Lynch, Jun.’s cut signa¬ 
tures have been forged, and the father’s 
also is often taken for the son’s. Tlicro 
were two Richard Stocktons, both eminent 
lawyers; George Ross, Benjamin Harri¬ 
son, Josiah Bartlett, Oliver Wolcott, Fran¬ 
cis Lewis, and others, had sons of the 
same name, who imitated the signatures 
of their fathers; a Col. James Smith of 
the Continental Army, is sometimes taken 
for the signer ; there were two John Harts 
of Hopewell, and the fathers of Thomas 
Heyward, Charles Carroll, and Thomas 
Nelson, bore the same name. These are 
points which require the care and knowl¬ 
edge of an expert, and errors against 


which experienced collectors are on the 
alert to detect, and the suspicion of the 
existence of one of which injures the repu¬ 
tation of a set amongst connoisseurs. In 
some of the sets we have examined, both 
father and son are placed in order to show 
the dilference and also as aflbrding a pleas¬ 
ant illustration. 

Mr. Tefll finally completed two sets, 
which we have examined, and each, except 
in completeness and in particular speci¬ 
mens, is very weak compared to more 
modern collections. The one in the State 
Library has been somewhat improved, but 
much could be done to add to the interest 
and value of both, and we could wish 
they were in the hands of some of our 
energetic correspondents. The prices for 
which they were sold, however, were pro¬ 
portionally low, and would have been 
increased by breaking up the collections, 
containing, as they do Thomas Lynch’s (cut 
signatures), Button Gwinnett’s, James 
Smith’s, George Taylor’s, John Morton’s, 
John Hart’s, Lyman Hall’s, and Thomas 
Heyward’s, which so many seek for. The 
ditliculty in obtaining some of these names 
prevents a large addition to the number 
of complete sets; they are rare in any 
form, and those who possess them with no 
definite idea of completing the set, can 
dispose of them in such a manner as to 
fill many other wants in other series. 

Could the number of full sets existing be 
reformed by a selection from all the mate¬ 
rials in them and in those not completed, 
with letters of the period on historical 
subjects and uniform size, whether folio or 
quarto, it would produce volumes of in¬ 
credible interest to the historian or col¬ 
lector. We are glad to announce, that to 
our knowledge a very great improvement 
has been made of laie years, and that 
many sets have attained a degree of com¬ 
pleteness which the early fathers in auto¬ 
graphy never contemplated. 

The complete sets which have come to 
our knowledge are enumerated below, and 
we should be gratified by communications 
iitrording fuller information as to these, 
and others, than we now possess, and will 
as rapidly as opportunity oilers publish 
indices containing the particulars of each. 
To do this we shall ask the aid of their 
owners or of those interested iu these col¬ 
lections : 

1. The Queen of EiigUiiid'H. Of thU wo know 
iiolliiiig I'ui tlief thuii of its exibteace. Cua auy 
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or consignments sold. Such annoyances 
are more than compensated, however, 
when it occasionally occurs, that those of 
kindred cultivated tastes are thrown to¬ 
gether, and no friendships are closer than 
those based on such communion. This is 
so common, that it has often occurred to 
the writer whether such an anomaly as a 
married couple who sympathized in this 
taste, has ever existed, and whether the 
association would produce too great a hap. 
iness and smooth too much their dpwn- 
ill road in life to be consistent with do. 
mestic and business duties; and whether 
a chronic condition of house-cleaniqg, and 
suppression of old papers is not more 
wholesome to the collector, and does not 
add more keenly to the zest of his pur¬ 
suit. 

It is usually the destiny of the collector 
to work alone and unappreciated in his 
tastes by those around him, who look with 
the same pity on his devotion to his bits 
of old paper, as the magnates of the old 
world did upon the plans of Columbus, or 
children upon a hapless lunatic arrayed in 
a paper crown and a p;iste board sceptre. 

Such people might appreciate painting, 
sculpture or music, because they produce 
results evident to the senses of most men, 
whether cultivated or savage, but they are 
unconscious of the communion between 
the collector and the men of the past, or 
of the historical research and cultivation 
incident to a refined taste which collects, 
appreciates and preserves the acts, thoughts 
and productions of others, rather than 
values solely his own life, its incidents, 
adornments and achievements. Historical 
collectors are, ns a class, scholars in his¬ 
tory, and sound politicians, because they 
have learned that the events of to-day re¬ 
produce those of the past; they are often 
soldiers or reliable patriots, and people of 
enlarged and liberal ideas: those who col¬ 
lect authors and poets, love books and ap¬ 
preciate the gift of writing well; and those 
who collect the writings of painters, sculp¬ 
tors, musicians, or actors, have generally 
sullicient cultivation to appreciate their 
works. 


THE SCOPE AND OBJECr OF THIS PUBLICATION. 

This little serial addresses itself then, if 
to a limited, at least to a cultivated class, 
and to sustain its existence, with columns 


open to the interchange of their ideas, will 
need the support of all who collect. Its 
object will be to bring those at remote 
points nearer to one another, in dissemi¬ 
nating information on subjects in which 
they feel a common interest. . Its continu¬ 
ance will depend on the support it re¬ 
ceives; and it is launched with a full 
knowledge of how ephemeral such periodi¬ 
cals have often been ; but not being origi¬ 
nated with a view to profit, and ollered at 
moderate expense, and with some encour. 
agement from several considerable collect¬ 
ors, it is hoped that it will survive many 
of its more pretending cotemporaries. It 
will be published with an occasional edito¬ 
rial (less lengthy, and perhaps less tedious 
than the present), but will be mainly a 
channel for the information which collec¬ 
tors are seeking or are able to impart, and 
its columns will be open for either. It 
will contain curious letters and documents 
selected from private collections or on 
sale by the editor, waifs of interesting in¬ 
formation, accounts of sales of autographs, 
of Continental money, rare American 
books and coins, and of such things occur¬ 
ring in a city where many curious articles 
centre, as may be considered desirable to 
collectors. In it the “Wants” of col¬ 
lectors will be advertised when desired, 
and through it conveyed to those who are 
likely to possess the required article. It 
will also advertise the duplicate lists of 
collectors, for sale or exchange, and contain 
the priced catalogues of its conductor, Mr. 
C. Ds F. BuitNs, who has, for some years 
past, at the suggestion and on the recom¬ 
mendation of a number of gentlemen, 
prominent collectors in various cities, 
opened an Autogriqihic Exchange (in con¬ 
nection with his regular business in attend¬ 
ing sales at auction as agent for pur¬ 
chasers), which has been eminently suc¬ 
cessful in filling many wants in collections, 
by exchange or purchase, and bringing the 
seeker in connection with the thing sought, 
an embarrassment as often met with in 
collecting autographs as in digging for 
gold. Most of those who will read this 
article have already had occasion to test 
his industry, success and fairness when 
acting for a commission, and the fulness of 
his conviction that every article looked 
for (even a folio letter of Gwinnett) will 
finally “ turn up.” This prefatory article 
is written by one who, being in no way 
connected with his enterprise beyond being 
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one of his early patrons, appreciates his 
services, has confidence in his industry and 
merits, and desires his success. 

Referring to the above article as fully 
explanatory of the aim and object of this 
publication, we can only add that we shall 
be pleased to receive for insertion in its 
columns, any articles or items connected 
with the subjects to which it is devoted. 
Although started as a quarterly, it is 
our intention to make it a ■m.onihhj as soon 
as circumstances may warrant. B. 


P.4PER CURRENCY OF NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE. - 

The first bills of credit of the province 
of New Hampshire were authorized by 
an act of the General Assembly, passed 
Dec. 5, 1709. We learn that they were 
duly issued to an amount not exceeding 
d;d,000, and made redeemable by Decem¬ 
ber dl, 1714. Of the form and tenor of 
the bills we are ignorant, as it is alto¬ 
gether probable that none of them arc 
now in existence. 

May 14, 1714, the second emission of 
paper money took place. The bills were 
of the denominations of li.. Is. ti(/,,44’. (id., 
and 95*., and were printed from engraved 
lates. Upon the reverse the letters N. 
1. in an ornamunted double monogram, 
and upon the face, in addition to the Ibr- 
inul language of the instrument, with the 
signatures of the committee, appeared the 
arms of England. There was also a device 
for each of the denominations ; that for 1*. 
being a wild boar, that for 1*. iUl. a bear, 
that for -1*. (it/, a camel, and that for 95*. 
a double eagle. 

Another emission was made in 1717, 
from the same plates, the latter date being 
placed below the original one. 

In 1792 a third emission appeared from 
these plates, the new date being added as 
before; and other bills were also issued 
from new plates of similar style, for 15* , 
with the device of a pine-tree; for 90*., a 
deer; for 3il 10*., a pine-tree; and for 
-H, an Indian. 

Further issues of all these denomina¬ 
tions doubtless occurred in 1794, 5, 0, 7, 
and 1799, those several dates being en¬ 
graved upon the plates in the manner be¬ 
fore mentioned. It is not known that 


any specimens of either of the foregoing 
notes have survived to this time. 

December 25, 1734, an association of 
business men in Portsmouth and vicinity, 
without legislative sanction, put into cir¬ 
culation what are known as “ merchants 
notes,” of various denominations, of 
which a very few are still preserved. 
They were from neatly engraved plates, 
bearing the device of a pine-tree, with 
the motto “ Conimercii benejieio," and 
were signed by three persons. Samuel 
Smith, Andrew Wiggin, J. Downing, Jr., 
Henry Sherburne, Joshua Pierce and J. 
Uindge are known as signers. The notes 
were made payable to H unking Went¬ 
worth or order, and bore his indorsement. 

April 1, 1737, the next issue of the pro¬ 
vincial bills appeared, of the denomina¬ 
tions of 9*., 3*., 5*. (a crown), 10*. (an 
angel), li;, 2i:, 3i:, and 5i:. They were 
from new plates, and in general appear¬ 
ance like the provincial bills already de¬ 
scribed, except that the arms of Great 
Britain were substituted for those of En¬ 
gland, and the distinguishing devices were 
omitted. 

A second issue from the same plates, of 
the highest four denominations, appears to 
have occurred August 7, 1740, that date 
being added. 

It was shortly after this time that the 
Government established the distinction 
between “ old ” and “ new tenor,” the bills 
of the former being rated at one-fourth 
the value of those of the latter, purport¬ 
ing to be fur the same sums. 

April 1, 17-19, was the date of the first 
new tenor bills, of which there were (now 
known) those for (ji/., 1*., 2*., 0*., 90*., 
and 40*. Upon the reverse appeared a 
statement of their denomination in both 
tenors ; they were from engraved plates, 
and exhibited the British arms. 

A second issue from these plates appears 
to have been made in 1743,.and a third 
(except of the 30*. and 40*. notes) in Feb¬ 
ruary, 17-14, the dates being added as 
usual. These notes were signed by a com¬ 
mittee of three persons. Among the 
names of the signers known arc K. Wi- 
bird, Samuel Solley, Clement March, An¬ 
drew Wiggin, Henry Sherburne, George 
JuH'rey, Eleazer Russell, and Theodore 
Atkinson. But few of the notes have es¬ 
caped destruction. 

No further emission of paper money 
was authorized by the province till J une 
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